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REL 311 Paul the Apostle 
Winter 2019 

Fridays 8:30–11:15 am 

 

Contact Information 

 

Professor: Roy R. Jeal, Ph.D. 

Office: Room 306 

Telephone: 204-924-4874 

E-mail: roy_jeal@boothuc.ca 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday 1:00 pm–2:30 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 pm–2:30 pm 

Friday 1:00–2:30 pm (exceptions) 

Or by appointment 

 

Territory Acknowledgement 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty One territory in the heart of the Métis Nation. 

 

 

 

Description 

 

This course examines the life, ministry and teachings of Paul the Apostle. Consideration will be 

given to the life and letters of Paul and his role in the formation of Early Christianity, and to his 

continuing significance for biblical and theological understanding. 

 

Credit Hours: 3 

Prerequisite: REL 201         

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: 8 March 2019 

Time Extension Application Deadline: 29 March 2019 

 

Objectives 

 

The objective of this course is for students to gain a coherent understanding of Paul the Apostle 

and his writings that is useful and can be clearly articulated. Through classroom presentations 

mailto:roy_jeal@boothuc.ca
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and discussions, reading of primary and secondary materials, and preparation of written 

assignments, students will have: 

 

 knowledge about who Paul was; 

 understanding of Paul’s letters; 

 understanding of why Paul became a believer in Jesus; 

 knowledge of Paul’s understanding of the gospel and Jesus; 

 knowledge of Paul’s thought. 

 

This course aims toward the fulfillment of a number of Booth University College Learning 

Outcomes expectations. These include the following:  

1. Christian Worldview. The course aims students toward a critically informed understanding of 

Christian faith and of a Christian worldview; 

2. Passion for Learning. The course aims toward the development of a deep passion for 

learning; 

3. Critical Inquiry. The course will guide students toward a critical understanding of the Paul 

the Apostle, his letters and his thought; 

4. Communications Skills. The course aims to help students to be able to present information 

clearly and convincingly. 

 

Textbooks 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible (NOAB or HSB recommended) 

 

Longenecker, Bruce W., and Todd D. Still. Thinking Through Paul: An Introduction to His Life, 

Letters, and Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2014.  ISBN 978-0-310-33086-8 

 

Sumney, Jerry L. Paul: Apostle and Fellow Traveler. Nashville: Abingdon, 2014. ISBN 978-1-

4267-4197-5 

 

Browse the Bible Odyssey website (http://www.bibleodyssey.org/) to gain familiarity with a 

wealth of material on Pauline, New Testament, and related topics. 

 

 

Course Requirements 

 

 Attendance at all class sessions. Class attendance is essential to your learning.  Students are 

responsible for material covered in class even if they are absent. 

 Possession of a NRSV Bible in hard copy (not only an electronic copy) in all class sessions. 

Do not come to class without a NRSV Bible. For your personal use an online NRSV can be 

found at http://www.devotions.net/bible/00abibletop.htm. 

 Completion of all assignments on time. All assignments are mandatory in order to 

receive a passing grade. Reading assignments are to be completed according to the Reading 

Schedule indicated in the Course Outline. Late submissions will incur a penalty of 5% per 

day. 

http://www.bibleodyssey.org/
http://www.devotions.net/bible/00abibletop.htm
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 Reading Assignments are indicated in the Course Outline. Read the assigned sections in 

Longenecker/Still and others as required. Be sure also to read and answer the “Questions for 

Review and Instruction” at the end of each chapter in Longenecker/Still. 

 Quizzes. There will be three in-class Quizzes on course material, dates TBA  

 Prepare and submit a review of Sumney, Paul: Apostle and Fellow Traveler. Your review 

should be 1000–1200 words length. A sample book review will be distributed in class. A 

review is a good way for you to demonstrate knowledge of the content, argument, and 

conclusions of a book. A good book review will do at least three things: describe; interact; 

evaluate. Due 15 February. 

 Prepare and submit a paper in which you fully describe and discuss Paul’s understanding of 

the gospel and salvation. This paper must analyze and interpret passages from the letters. 

Due 12 April. 

 

These assignments are intended for students to demonstrate that they understand and can 

articulate their understanding of the subject matter of the course and of the primary and 

secondary literature. The paper must be prepared according to appropriate academic style: 

double-spaced; 2.5 cm margins; paginated; Times New Roman font size 12; correctly formatted 

bibliography, references and footnotes; correct structure, grammar and spelling.  Details of these 

issues will be discussed in class. 

 

Booth University College Academic Services provides tutors who offer assistance with the 

preparation of assignments. You are advised to take advantage of this service. 

 

Grading 

 

 Quizzes    30% (3 x 10%) 

 Review    30% 

 Paper    40% 

 

Percentage Equivalents Scale 

 

A+ 95–100% 

A 84–94 

B+ 78–83 

B 73–77 

C+ 67–72 

C 60–66 

D 50-59 

F <50 

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points 

 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade of 

A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject matter 

with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 
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B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under examination; 

very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant 

issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; some 

evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in the 

material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 

and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of the 

subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the 

literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Note the Booth University College Statement on Academic Integrity: 

 

“It is a serious offense to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work was 

done by some other person (plagiarism). Plagiarism or any form of cheating in examinations or 

term tests…is subject to serious academic penalty that may include loss of part or all of the 

marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the University, or other 

serious consequences. To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off 

as one’s own. In short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is 

not necessary to state the source of well known or easily verifiable facts, but students are 

expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, 

whether quoted directly or paraphrased.” 

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to 

the Academic Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the 

Academic Dean. The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear 

both the allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then 

make a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals). 

 

Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones 
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We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and fellow students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 

downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 

permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 

other related activities are not allowed in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and 

other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion 

of the professor. 

 

Policy on Unclaimed Work 

 

Students are responsible to claim all term work, assignments, or tests. Any term work not 

claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of the final exam 

period for the term for which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time all unclaimed 

work will be destroyed in accord with FIPPA guidelines. 

 

Course Outline 

 

Note: Reading Week is scheduled for 17–23 February 

 

 Introduction to the Course 

 Why Paul is Important  

Experimenting with the Letter to Philemon 

 

 Who Was Paul? 

Reading:  Acts 7:54-8:3; Gal. 1:11-2:21; Phil 3:4–9; 1 Cor 7:7–8; 15:8–11. Longenecker/Still, 

Introduction; Chapter One. 

Study the material on the “Pauline Chronology: The Life and Work of St. Paul of Tarsus” at 

http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Pauline_Chronology.htm 

Using the link to Ancient World Maps on this site, find the following geographic locations 

where Paul lived and worked: Tarsus; Damascus; Jerusalem; Antioch on Orontes (Syria); Arabia; 

Caesarea Maritima; Rome; Asia Minor; Macedonia; Achaia; Galatia; Phrygia; Thessalonica; 

Philippi; Corinth; Athens; Ephesus; Colossae.  

 

Using library resources (e.g., Anchor Bible Dictionary or similar) look up and read articles and 

take notes on the following: Gamaliel; Barnabas; Silas; Cephas; Timothy; Epaphras; Priscilla; 

Aquila; Claudius; Gallio. 

 

 Paul Becomes a Christ-believer 

 Reading: Acts 9:1-31; 22:1-21; 26:1-29. Compare these narratives in Acts using the 

following chart. What is being emphasized in each narrative? What are some differences 

between the narratives? 
 

FONT GUIDE 

Bold: Exact agreement in wording between the two versions  

BOLD CAPS: Important differences 

 

http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Pauline_Chronology.htm
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Acts 9:1–22 Acts 22:3–21 

Opening 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest 
2
and asked him for letters to the synagogues 

at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged 

to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 

bound to Jerusalem. 

  

 
 

3
Now as he was going along and approaching 

Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. 
4
He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’  

 
5
He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, 

‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6
But get 

up and enter the city, and you will be told what you 

are to do.’ 

 

 Opening 

3 ‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought 

up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated 

strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous 

for God, just as all of you are today. 

 
4
I persecuted this Way up to the point of death by 

binding both men and women and putting them in 

prison, 
5
as the high priest and the whole council of 

elders can testify about me. From them I also 

received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I 

went there in order to bind those who were there 

and to bring them back to Jerusalem for 

punishment. 

 
6
‘While I was on my way and approaching 

Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven 

suddenly shone about me. 
7
I fell to the ground and 

heard a voice saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are 

you persecuting me?”  

 
8
I answered, “Who are you, Lord?” Then he said 

to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are 

persecuting.” 

 

Middle  
7
THE MEN WHO WERE TRAVELLING 

WITH HIM STOOD SPEECHLESS BECAUSE 

THEY HEARD THE VOICE BUT SAW NO 

ONE. 
8
Saul got up from the ground, and though his 

eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led 

him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 
9
For three days he was without sight, and neither ate 

nor drank.  

 

 

 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 

‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  

 
11

The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street 

called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 

man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 

praying, 
12

and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and LAY HIS HANDS ON HIM 

so that he might regain his sight.’ 
13

But Ananias 

answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this 

man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 

Jerusalem; 
14

and here he has authority from the 

chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’   

 

Middle  
9
Now THOSE WHO WERE WITH ME SAW 

THE LIGHT BUT DID NOT HEAR THE 

VOICE of the one who was speaking to me. 
10

I 

asked, “What am I to do, Lord?”  

The Lord said to me, “Get up and go to Damascus; 

there YOU WILL BE TOLD everything that has 

been assigned to you to do.” 
11

Since I COULD 

NOT SEE BECAUSE OF THE BRIGHTNESS 

OF THAT LIGHT, those who were with me took 

my hand and led me to Damascus. 

 

‘A certain Ananias, who was a devout man 

according to the law and well spoken of by all the 

Jews living there,  
 

13
came to me; and standing beside me, he said, 

“Brother Saul, regain your sight!” In that very 

hour I regained my sight and saw him.  

 

Closing Closing 
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15
But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an 

instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 

before Gentiles and kings and before the people of 

Israel; 
16

I myself will show him how much he must 

suffer for the sake of my name.’ 
17

So Ananias went 

and entered the house. 

He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, 

the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way 

here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight 

and BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.’ 
18

And immediately something like scales fell from 

his eyes, and his sight was restored.  

 

Then he got up and was baptized, 
19

and after taking 

some food, he regained his strength. 

 

 

For SEVERAL DAYS HE WAS WITH THE 

DISCIPLES IN DAMASCUS, 
20

and immediately 

he BEGAN TO PROCLAIM JESUS IN THE 

SYNAGOGUES, saying, ‘HE IS THE SON OF 

GOD.’ 
21

All who heard him were amazed and said, 

‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem 

among those who invoked this name? And has he 

not come here for the purpose of bringing them 

bound before the chief priests?’ 
22

Saul became 

increasingly more powerful and confounded the 

Jews who lived in Damascus by PROVING 

THAT JESUS WAS THE MESSIAH. 

 

14
Then he [Ananias] said, “The God of our ancestors 

has chosen you to know his will, to see the 

Righteous One and to hear his own voice; 
15

for you 

will be his witness to all the world of what you have 

seen and heard.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16
And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, 

and HAVE YOUR SINS WASHED AWAY, 

calling on his name.” 

 

17 ‘After I had RETURNED TO JERUSALEM 

and while I was praying in the temple, I fell into a 

trance 
18

and saw Jesus saying to me, “Hurry and get 

out of Jerusalem quickly, because THEY WILL 

NOT ACCEPT YOUR TESTIMONY ABOUT 

ME.” 
19

And I said, “Lord, they themselves know 

that IN EVERY SYNAGOGUE I IMPRISONED 

AND BEAT THOSE WHO BELIEVED IN 

YOU. 
20

And WHILE THE BLOOD OF YOUR 

WITNESS STEPHEN WAS SHED, I MYSELF 

WAS STANDING BY, approving and keeping the 

coats of those who killed him.” 
21

Then he said to 

me, “GO, FOR I WILL SEND YOU FAR 

AWAY TO THE GENTILES.” ’ 

  

 Paul’s Understanding of Jesus 

 Reading: Galatians 1:11–17; Romans 1:1–6; 1 Corinthians 15:3–11; Longenecker/Still,  Chapter 

Eleven 

     

Paul’s Understanding of the Human Condition 

Reading: Romans 1:17–3:20 

   

Paul’s Gospel 

Reading: Romans 3:21–26; Galatians 2:11–21; Longenecker/Still, Chapters Twelve, Thirteen 

 

The Pauline Letters and Ancient Mediterranean Communication 

Reading: Philemon 

Identify important words in Philemon. Relate these words to their usage and meaning in non-

Christian Mediterranean literature. Focus in on “dear friend” (=beloved; agapētos) and “love” 

(agapē) in the non-Christian texts. 

 

On your own, identify and describe some of the non-Christian usages of love (agapē; 

agapētos), sharing/partner (koinonia; sunkoinonos), lord (kurios), slave (doulos), and service 

(diakoneō). Resources for this assignment will be described in class. 
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The Pauline Letters 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 

From Idolatry to Apocalyptic Hope 

Longenecker/Still, Chapter Two 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm  

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading: Galatians 

Works, Law, Faith 

Longenecker/Still, ChapterThree 

http://www.unrv.com/provinces/galatia.php with link to map of Galatia 

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading:  1 Corinthians; Longenecker/Still, Chapter Four 

Reading:  2 Corinthians; Longenecker/Still, Chapter Five 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/corinth.htm 

 

1 Corinthians 13 What is the nature of love according to Paul and why does he consider it 

important to address love in the letter? Consider also the words mirror and dimly in verse 12. 

What do these words indicate about Paul’s consideration of the ideas of the chapter? 

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading: Romans; Longenecker/Still, Chapter Six 

The Faith of Jesus Christ 

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading: Philippians;  

Imprisonment for the Gospel 

Longenecker/Still, Chapter Seven 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/philippi.htm 

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading: Colossians; Ephesians; Longenecker/Still, Chapters Eight and Nine 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/colossae.htm 

http://www.bibleplaces.com/ephesus.htm 

 

The Pauline Letters 

Reading:  2 Thessalonians; 1, 2 Timothy; Titus; Longenecker/Still, Chapter Ten 

 

Paul and the Law 

   

Paul and the New Life 

  

Coherence in Paul 

  

http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm
http://www.unrv.com/provinces/galatia.php
http://www.bibleplaces.com/corinth.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/philippi.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/colossae.htm
http://www.bibleplaces.com/ephesus.htm
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